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Murray's asbestos bill advances

Lost updated ay 7. 2007 @ 34 pm PT

By CHARLES POPLE
P SNESHINGTON CORRESPONDENT

WASHINGTOMN <= The message from Sen, Pany Momay's office Tosdsy wes direcon snad drematie:
Sain, b1 willl e sale g heeathe again

Thai clearly was Ib immphication as Muray eclchratal a magor step Sorwand for ber Ball bo han caeger-
casrsing ashbestos fmm commonly skl prodiscts.

The ill, whach hsd boom sidetrackad for five years by Ropublscans, surpod thevegh the Scraie
Envinomment and Fublic Waorks Commiites, by @ 19.0 vote.

“I'm thrilled chat the entere comsmities kas sem g clear and loud message of seppon, givieg us strong
momeniven heading e ke Senate hoor,” Murmay cand, "To the Famales who have boen wasting for belp,
b e workers whio meod 10 be prosectal, I'd say we'ne almest there ™

Aawng othar Ehings, Muray’s hill calls Bor a complete ban of ashesbos im proslucts wethen s years 2l
the mueasare beeomes law. Im a concession jo Republicans, the bill would pive the chlorine imdusiry three

weurs b phizse oan pshesion alter new rq;-ulmimnwm'inm hy ehe Frvirorenenial Prolcction Agercy.
The kill alsa weauld provide 5340 million in Tedenal monsy for research inbo the coses and ressment of
asbres-relatal camoors. And it would ngguire the fodoal povommont o comduct a e aggrcsng
campaign o ciducate the public aboul the nisks of asbestos.

The ball will most likely move oo the floor this fall for a final voie where it is expected to com broad
sappor. On Toesday, b caly contrmny word came from Republican Sen Aslen Specier

His comiern wasn'l about Mustay™s bill itscl bt ahout the broador — and far more compicn amd
pualingally sufatile -- question of dealing with thousands of lawsuits from poople Killod and sickenaxd by
ashosios,

“An ashesiis han does nit solve the problems ths has been plagmng cor cowrts Bor vears, forcing many
empdoyers ingd bankrupiey and leasang thousanids of worlers nnhow compemsalion,” Specter said

Mursiy said she would work with Spocter, but only 8o a pot,
"My ball 13 maoving Toewand quackly with stromg bipartsen support, and we shoskint poparduee ths

Faslosie pppeidiunaty 1o Finally prodect Amencan workeors and thoir Bemibes. fom desdly ashesgios.” she
satiad,
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